HILLSBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
July 18, 2018
The Hillsboro First United Methodist Church Council met on Wednesday July 18,
2018 at 7:15 with fourteen members in attendance. Present were Chair Bill Myers,
Jim Bramblett, John Dimitri, Mandy Smith, Terry Gunn, Tom Foster, Susan
Foster, Deanna Lawson, Hope Guffey, Elaine Weaver, Hope Guffey, Bill Guffey,
Garry Carter, Emily Turner, Pastor Kent Bailey and Elaine Weaver. Council Chair
Bill Myers called the meeting to order at 7:15 and Pastor Kent Bailey opened the
meeting with a devotion based on a reading from Jeremiah chapter 29 in which
God proclaims that he knows the plans he has in mind for us. His plans for us
include peace and a future filled with hope. Pastor Bailey stressed that our vision
for the church should looking outside the box for ways to serve the community.
We need to remember the past but to not live in the past. We should all look
toward the future that God has prepared for our church. Pastor Bailey closed his
devotion with prayer. Chair Bill Myers summarized the minutes from the May 16th
council meeting. Garry Carter moved that the minutes from the previous meeting
be approved as summarized. Mandy Smith seconded, and the motion was approved
with a vote of the council.
Treasurer Bill Guffey presented the financial summary statement for the two
month period ending July 16 reflecting income and expenditures for the period.
The general fund opening balance of $72,492.26 was reported. Offerings and
income from all sources for the reporting period totaled $29,379.99. Designated
and undesignated expenses for the period totaled $37,129.76 leaving a period
ending balance of $64,742.49. The reported expenditures for the period included
payment of the remaining one half of 2018 conference apportionments. It was
noted that to date no mission expenditures have been made to the organizations
supported by our church. The treasurer explained that these outlays are typically
made when directed by the missions committee chair. It was decided that the
treasurer should contact the missions committee chair to ascertain if we should
make our annual, first half expenditures at this time. Terry Gunn moved that the
treasurer's report be approved. The motion was seconded by Garry Carter and
approved by a vote of the council.
Jim Bramblett reported that a individuals from the congregation had expressed
difficulty in hearing other congregants speaking from the pews during
announcements and requests for prayer. A suggestion to have people speaking
from the congregation speak into a hand held microphone was decided to be too
time consuming. An alternate solution was to have Pastor Bailey repeat everything
on the microphone that is spoken from the pew during announcements and prayer
requests.
John Dimitri inquired about the sanctuary video screens that have not been in use
for the past several weeks. Bill Myers reported that a committee will meet to help
work out the screen presentations and to work out issues with the video system.
John Dimitri also reported that eighteen UM Men this month and welcomed Pastor
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Bailey. A donation was made to this year's Buddy Walk and it was decided to
donate to the Cancer Walk in September.
Mandy Smith reported that the UMYF had received wonderful support from
church members for this year's District Camp. All expenses were covered for four
youth who attend the camp. Mandy reported that the youth are looking forward to
getting started back to meeting on Wednesday evenings following the summer
layoff. Mandy also reported that the annual One Day of Hope will begin planning
this year's event soon. The church has again agreed to support this event with a
$1000.00 donation from the missions budget. Mandy will provide the treasurer
with a name and an address to send the donation to.
Terry Gunn reported that he and Bill Guffey has recently met with the Rev. Dr.
Phil Jamison at the United Methodist Foundation for the Memphis & TN
Conferences in Nashville. The topic of the meeting was the exploration of
electronic giving and tithing opportunities including bank ach drafts and internet
egiving. It was recommended that a first step in this process might be automatic
bank drafts. Terry reported that area banks he had talked with do not charge any
fees to individuals or the church for recurring drafts. Terry is preparing a
presentation for the finance committee and the church council with
recommendations. If this first step of bank drafting is successful, a second step
might be to make internet egiving possible using the church website and a
computer or mobile device.
Tom Foster reported that the most all the parsonage repairs had been completed
with the exception of one door lock that needs to be replaced. Tom also reported
that there are still some remaining metal folding chairs available to be claimed by
anyone interested.
Garry Carter that with fluctuation in Sunday School it is sometimes to stay on top
of. Mandy Smith is currently working with the High School class. Bobbie Myers
is working with the K-2 class and Vicki Steele is working with the 3-6 class which
at times also includes 7th- 8th. It was decided to resume giving Bibles to children
as these promote from kindergarten and to include any child who might have been
missed in recent years. Garry reported that adult Sunday school classes are all
doing well but urged everyone to let him know if anything additional was needed
in these classes. Garry also reported that Homecoming Sunday this year will be on
August 5 with Pastor Kent Bailey preaching. A fellowship meal will follow the
worship service. The cemetery association will meet at 1:30.
Emily Turner reported that June had been a busy month for the special events
committee beginning with the church picnic. Sixty five people attended and
enjoyed great food and beautiful weather. Fathers in the church were also
recognized during June on Father's Day and a farewell reception for Pastor Chris
Haynes was held and was well attended. The next special events date will be in
November when veterans will be recognized.
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Elaine Weaver reported that the UM Women had a good bake sale and will use the
proceeds to help purchase clothing for school children during the month of
October. Elaine also reported that six ladies from the group had attended a field
trip to Life Choice and received a blessing by learning of the work being done
there. The ladies also visited and had a devotion at the Cross at Sewanee and had
enjoyed lunch at the Blue Chair. Elaine said that August 26 at 6:00 is the date for
the annual ice cream supper. Homemade ice cream and desserts will be available
and proceeds will help support one of the UM Women's ministries. Elaine
reported that Donette Porter and Hope Guffey had attended Mission U recently in
Murfreesboro at St. Marks. The UM Women will once again be a part of the
rotation of groups that "feeds" MTSU students on campus at the Wesley center.
Elaine also reported that the Wesley center may approach the church requesting a
measure of financial support for their work on campus at MTSU.
Bill Myers reported that the outdoor food locker that had been discussed has yet to
get going due mainly to the busy schedules of the primary sponsors. Bill reported
that Renee Holt and Bobbie Myers have agreed to help with the Wednesday meal
portion of Wednesday programs for the upcoming year. Following discussion it
was decided to resume Wednesday evening programs on August 22 which allows
children and teachers two weeks to adjust to the school schedule. Pastor Bailey
committed to an adult Bible study on Wednesday evenings beginning with a study
of the gospels of Luke and Acts in the fall and then a study of Revelations in the
spring. It was reported that the Back to School Bash will take place on July 27th
and that items requested for this events can be posted on the church website.
Pastor Bailey expressed his gratitude for the warm welcome he had received at
Hillsboro. The pastor also expressed his gratitude to former pastor Chris Haynes
for the excellent information he had prepared to help in his transition as our new
pastor. Pastor Bailey informed the council that our district has a new
Superintendent, Chip Hunter who is formerly from Columbia. Pastor Kent
informed that the council that he has begun making home visits and hopes to
continue.
The upcoming calendar events were noted:
July 27
Back to School Bash
August 1 UM Women meeting
August 5 Homecoming Sunday
August 12 UM Men breakfast meeting
August 22 Wednesday Evening Programs resume
August 26 Ice Cream supper
Sept 19
next Council meeting
There being no further business to be brought before the council, Deanna Lawson
dismissed the council with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Guffey - Recording Secretary
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